HIS EARLY YEARS
circumstance indeed must have been to the young Beck,
boy as he was, an undying source of interest. In the
early days at Limanowa his mother was threatened with
tubercular trouble and was ordered to recuperate at
Zakopane, Poland's health resort among the Carpathians.
There they met his father's elder brother Dionysius,
whose home in Zakopane was a resort of men like
Witkiewicz, the famous painter, Karlowicz, the composer,
Zeromski, the novelist, and Joseph Pilsudski, the future
Marshal of Poland himself. It is pleasant to think of the
future Polish Foreign Secretary as being connected in
some degree with the Marshal at such an early date
through the impression which he doubtless left on
Dionysius Beck.
But that was not all. He was soon to come into
more direct contact with Pilsudski who was at that time,
in pursuit of his strategy for the resurrection of Poland,
the Commander of a Polish Volunteer Riflemen's
Corps. As has been already pointed out, the house of
the Becks was a great centre of influence. Thither there
hied all sorts and conditions of men who were working
for Polish independence, social workers, writers on
social subjects, and above all, those who, having migrated
from Russian Poland, were preparing an Austrian Poland
for what they regarded as the inevitable struggle of the
future. Many and important must have been the
discussions under the hospitable roof of the Becks,
Pilsudski, who was holding training courses for his